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Calendar

‘’Significant 
improvements 

in the 
outcomes being 
achieved by our 
young people

Principal’s Message
I would like to take 
the opportunity to 
thank you for your 
support so far this 
academic year.  It 
certainly has been 
an exciting and 
busy time for both 
students and staff 
and together we have 
all achieved a great 
deal.  
As you are aware, 

since the last 
newsletter we 
have received our 
second HMI visit 
and subsequent 
monitoring letter, 
the contents of 
which are posted on 
the website.  Both 
reports indicate 
strongly that 

we are set on a 
course for success 
with significant 
improvements in 
the outcomes being 
achieved by our 
young people.
Year 11 have 

embarked on 
their final GCSE 
examinations and 
assessments and 
we will continue 
to support them 
with additional 
intervention 
programmes and 
revision sessions.  
If your child is in 
year 11, you will 
have received 
an examination 
and intervention 

timetable – this is 
also available on the 
website. 
A number of other 

significant events 
have taken place 
at South Shore 
Academy over the 
past few months 
and we wanted to 
share some of those 
with you in this 
newsletter.

17th June - Turf 
Cutting Ceremony

23rd June - Year 6 
Drop In Day

27th June - Year 6 
Day

14th July - Year 
10 Consultation 
Evening

22nd July - School 
closes for Summer 
Holidays
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Year 11 students 
enjoyed an afternoon 
at Blackpool’s Grand 
Theatre to watch the 
much awaited stage 
adaptation of John 
Steinbeck’s ‘Of Mice 
and Men’. Although 
everyone agreed it 
was an enjoyable day 
out, not everyone 
agreed on some of the 
production choices. 
Sadly Curley’s Wife 
didn’t quite live up to 

expectations, and it 
was disappointing that 
she failed to say the 
famous line, ‘Baloney!’ 
However, staff were 
pleased as it was clear 
that students were able 
to pick out the most 
intricate details from 
the plot that had been 
omitted or changed 
demonstrating a very 
good understanding of 
the text.

BBC Microbit Live
A number of year 7 
students took part in 
a BBC Micro-Bit live 
session at the tower 
ballroom. There were 
various activities 
and students learnt 
about coding through 
different applications. 
Students enjoyed the 
event and were a credit 
to the academy. 

Careers
The Careers Options 
Event at Blackpool 
Pleasure Beach took 
place on January 
27th. Year 8 had the 
opportunity to find out 
about careers, helping 
the pupils make 
important decisions 
about their future. 
A Careers Advisor 
has been coming into 
school every Thursday 
to interview year 11 
pupils. Year 8 will be 
the next group to have 
career interviews.

Attendance 
Letters have been sent 
to parents regarding 
the new attendance 
initiative. We are 
seeking your full 
support in ensuring 
that your child attends 
the Academy every day 
and on time to ensure 
your child achieves 
their full potential.

Anti-Bullying Charter
The Academy’s Anti-
Bullying Charter is 
on display in all form 
rooms promoting how 
staff and students 
should react to bullying 
issues. Our ABC is 
‘Don’t suffer in silence . 
. . tell someone.’

Blackpool Sixth Form 
On 23rd March a group 
of year 10 pupils went 
to Blackpool Sixth 
Form to experience 
college life and some 
taster sessions of 
English at A-Level. 
They also engaged in 
debate with a member 
of the debate team and 
the member of staff 
who ran it. This was 
very successful with 
students being invited 
back to take part in 
more debates. The 
pupils were amazing, 
an absolute credit to 
the academy.

Premier League 
Enterprise Programme
Year 10 pupils 
studying ICT at South 
Shore Academy; Kye 
Wylie, Jake Nash 
and Owen George 
formed a team 
after undertaking a 
business enterprise 
course, run by 
Blackpool FC 
Community Trust. 
After a confident 
presentation at local 
level, the students 
made it through to the 
Play-Offs where their 
journey came to an 
end. They represented 
South Shore Academy 
and Blackpool FC 
Community Trust in a 
professional manner 
and did themselves 
and the Academy 
proud. 

Blackpool 
Football Inclusion 
Tournament
Our Year 7 and 8 girls 
football team played 
in the Blackpool 
Football Inclusion 
Tournament. There 
were 6 teams, 5 of 
which were boy’s 
teams and the South 
Shore Academy girl’s 
team. They played 
brilliantly losing only 
one match by one 
goal, winning one 
match and drawing 
the others. Their 
teamwork, motivation 
and determination 
were second to none. 
They tackled hard 
and passed well and 
were a credit to the 
academy. They came 
second overall and we 
are very proud of our 
girls. 

Of Mice and Men
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Community Clubs and 
Activities
At South Shore 
Academy we are 
working towards being 
at the heart of the 
Community. We have a 
wide range of activities 
and services on offer 
for all ages and are 
always looking for 
new ways to support 
our local Community. 
Please contact David 
Milroy on 336500 
for details of the 
Community timetable 
including activities by 
Blackpool Scorpions, 
Ilgi Taekwondo, Urban 
dance Project, and 
South Shore Youth 
FC, and also a free 
Functional Maths 
course available for 
parents Mondays 4pm 
until 6pm.
Breakfast Club
Every morning from 
7.30am Breakfast Club 
is open to all students. 
Activities including 
pool can be played 
whilst students are all 
offered breakfast. This 
is free of charge. 

South Shore Swing 
Choir gave an excellent 
performance of their 
version of Guys and 
Dolls at the Schools 
Alive festival on 
February 8th. They 
displayed excellent 
singing and dancing 
skills and were a credit 
to the academy.

On 8th March, Lucy 
Johnson performed 
on the piano as part 
of ‘Musician of the 
Year’ run by the 
Music Service. Her 
performance was 
excellent. 

On 5th April, Trudi 
Deacon and Rebecca 
Whittaker represented 
the school at the 
annual Pop Idol 
competition at St 
Mary’s School. Both 
performed really well 
and we are delighted 
that Trudi was placed 
3rd overall in the 
Secondary Schools 
competition, a massive 

Above: Ms Bailey with Marica-Louise Bucher, Daisy-May Fisher, Tyla Heathwaite, 
Celtic Wilson, Kallen Copestake, Umme Fayyaz, Ruaridh Wilson, Elouise Hinchliffe, 
Zdenek Niedl, Jordan Napier, Trudi Deacon, Antoni-Gabriel Vidrascu. 

achievement. 

On Wednesday 
6th April, Year 
9 and 10 Drama 
students attended a 
performance of ‘Blood 
Brothers’ as part of 
their GCSE Drama 
course.

Year 11 drama 
students have had 
the opportunity to 
work with Emma 
Rucastle from ELART 
Productions in 
developing their Drama 
exam performances.

We continue to develop 
our range of extra 
curricular opportunities 
for students. These 
now include Art, Street 
Dance, Choir, Keyboard 
and Samba Band.

On the right are our 
Year 10 & 11 entries for 
the Artist of the Year.

Expressive Arts

Students of the Week

STUDENTS of the Week

«««

«««

Each week, students 
are selected by their 
Heads of Year to 
be “Student of the 
Week”. The students 
are selected on the 
basis of extraordinary 
achievement. Students 
are invited for 
refreshments with the 
Principal and are also 
awarded a certificate 
to celebrate their 
accomplishment. Over 
the last term there 
have been 112 students 
of the week. Well done 
to you all on your 
achievements!
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Diagnostic Tools
Right to Succeed have 
introduced diagnostic 
tools at South Shore 
Academy. Students 
and staff have 
completed Mental 
Toughness surveys. 
All staff have received 
their results of the 
Metal Toughness 
questionnaire and 
have attended a 
twilight training 
session led by Paul 
O’Neill. The final 
report is being 
processed and South 
Shore is working with 
Right to Succeed for 
key strategic decisions 
to be made. South 
Shore has updated 
its admissions 
policy with all new 
students utilising 
Mental Toughness 
as part of the school 
induction process for 
in year admissions. 
Students from ICT, 
Science, English and 
Mathematics have 
completed the ‘I know 
my class’ student 
voice diagnostic 
questionnaire. 
Departments have 
now received the 
student voice reports 
for staff to reflect on 
the outcomes and 
make adjustments 
to their practice as 
appropriate. Students 
will complete the 
surveys again in the 
final term of 2015-16.

New Build Update
Work began on our 
new school building 
on 14 March 2016 
when the construction 
team, Morgan Sindall, 
began to set up their 
site compound and 
accommodation.
Our new school will 
consist of two buildings, 
a three storey main 
building and a separate 
sports hall. They will 
be located to the rear 
of the existing school 
and are scheduled to be 
ready for occupation by 
August 2017. Work will 
then commence on the 
demolition of our current 
building followed by 
landscaping of our land 
adjacent to St Anne’s 
Road. All work should be 
completed by February 
2018. 
Representatives of the 
school meet with the 
construction team on a 
weekly basis to discuss 
progress to date and 
opportunities for pupils 
and staff to play an 
active role in the building 
process. Morgan Sindall 
have provided us with an 
Education Support Officer 
who will support us with: 
• Escorted site visits 
for small groups of our 

pupils. 
• Escorted site visits 
for pupils from Marton 
Primary Academy and St 
Cuthbert’s. 
• Work placements 
for 14-16 year olds 
with an interest in the 
construction industry. 
• Visits to school by 
Architects, Quantity 
Surveyors and Project 
Managers to discuss 
careers with any 
interested pupils. They 
are also willing to 
conduct mock interviews.
• Invitations to interested 
pupils to attend design 
meetings to observe the 
work of Architects and 
Designers. 
• Morgan Sindall Graphic 
Designers assisting 
our pupils to produce 
newsletters giving 
updates of how the build 
is progressing. 
• A Morgan Sindall stand 
with interactive activities 
will be available at 
Parents/Careers evenings 
and events. 
• Small group site visits 
by e.g. Student Council/ 
Parliament for a question 
and answer session with 
the Site Manager, which 
they can then report back 
to the rest of the school 
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in assemblies and/or 
form time. These could 
take place at monthly/half 
termly intervals allowing 
everyone to understand 
progress being made. 
• At a later date, once it is 
possible to enter the new 
building, a whole day 
visit will be arranged so 
that all staff can visit the 
site in small groups. 
• Prizes if we wish to run 
a competition e.g. groups 
of pupils to produce a 3D 
model of the new build. 
• A visit to their steel 
suppliers by a small 
group of pupils, where 
they will be able to sign 
the steel girders which 
will be used in our build. 
• Provision of a time 
capsule.
• A small group of pupils 
to visit the site on a 
weekly basis for progress 
photo sessions. 
All these activities will be 
communicated to local 
media to publicise the 
fantastic opportunities 
which will be available 
for pupils and staff at 
South Shore Academy 
over the coming 18 
months and beyond.


