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26 February 2021 

 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 

We hope you are all safe and well. We are really looking forward to welcoming your child back to our 
academy. 
 

Following the announcement earlier this week, you will be aware that students are to begin to return 
to school from Monday, 8th March.  To ensure everyone's safety, enabling us to complete the initial 
Covid test, year groups will return on different days; details of which are below. 

 
Dates for return to school 
 

There are two dates you will need to note for your child - the day they will be invited into school for a 
COVID test and the day they will return to lessons. 
 

These days are as follows: 
 
Year 11:  

 Individual testing appointment during the day - Friday 5th March 

 Return to lessons - Monday 8th March 
 

Year 10: 

 Individual testing appointment during the day - Monday 8th March 

 Return to lessons - Tuesday 9th March 
 

Year 7: 

 Individual testing appointment during the day - Tuesday 9th March 

 Return to lessons - Wednesday 10th March 
 

Year 8: 

 Individual testing appointment during the day - Wednesday 10th March 

 Return to lessons - Thursday 11th March 

 
Year 9: 

 Individual testing appointment during the day - Thursday 11th March 

 Return to lessons - Friday 12th March 

 
On their individual testing appointment day students will only come in for their test appointment - 
details are in the next section.  On their return to lessons day all students will start and finish at the 

normal times.   
Critical worker provision will continue for the year groups who need it until all students are back in 
school.  

Online learning will continue for year groups who are not in school.   
 
Individual testing before return to school 

 
We want to test all students for whom we have consent before they mix socially or in class with their 
peers.  This will help to keep everyone safe.  It should also mean that we do not have to send a large 

group of close contacts home to self-isolate for 10 days just as they come back to school.  For this 
reason, we will be arranging individual appointments for each student to come into school to be tested 
on the day before they return to school. 
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Next week you will receive an appointment time for your child to be tested.  Students should come to 
the Dance Studio located in the Sports Hall at their appointment time.   The test will only take 5 

minutes, and students will be asked to leave straight afterwards.   Students can make their own way to 
school on foot or by public transport if safe or can be brought in by car.   If you bring your child in, you 
will need to wait for them outside the school. Students do not need to wear uniform when they come 

in for their test. 
 
Thank you to those of you who have already completed the online consent form which I sent details of 

and a link to, this morning.  If you have not done so, please complete this form before 3pm Monday 1
st

 
March.  You need to complete this form whether you are giving or declining consent, the form gives 
you the opportunity to do either.  If you need any assistance with this, please contact your child’s form 

tutor or Head of Year.  
 
Students will have two more tests during the school day once they have returned.  These will be on 

different days for different students, with the last taking place on Monday 22nd March.   After that 
students will be provided with home testing kits to use twice a week.   More information and training on 
these will follow. 

 
Support for students 
 

I know that the best support we can give many of our students is to get them back in lessons and 
working normally as soon as possible. However, there will be some who are nervous about coming 
back, either because of worries about health or because they are worried about their work.   If you 

have major concerns about your child, I encourage you to contact their Form Tutor or Head of Year so 
we know in advance and are ready to provide all the help and encouragement they need.  This will be 
a difficult time for some students (and adults) and we will work with them to get through it.  

 
School devices 
 

If your child has been loaned a school laptop, dongle and/or 4G router, to enable them to access 
remote learning, please ensure the devices are returned to school with the students on their first full 
day back. 

 
Transport 
 

All Blackpool Transport buses will run as normal from Monday 8th March.   However, please avoid 
using buses if you have any alternative.  This will allow those who do need to use them to socially 
distance more effectively and will also reduce the risk of your child having to self-isolate because of 

close contact with another student who was on their bus.  Face coverings must, of course, be worn at 
all times on public buses. 
 

Face coverings in classrooms 
 
Most of our safety precautions, including year group bubbles, year group zones and staircases, hand 

sanitisation and increased ventilation will be as they were before Christmas, but there is one major 
change.  Face coverings will now be compulsory in classrooms as well as in corridors.   This is a 
national change and will be reviewed at Easter.  Students will always be expected to wear face 

coverings in class because they will be less than 2m from their neighbour.   Teachers will also wear 
face coverings in classrooms unless they are talking at the front from a distance of more than 2m and 
need to remove their face covering for clearer communication. 
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It is expected that all students will wear a face covering as this will keep everyone safe.  There 
are two legal grounds for exemption from face covering rules: 
 

1. Students or staff members who cannot put on, wear, or remove a face covering because of a physical 
impairment or disability, illness, or mental health difficulties. 
 

2. Students or staff members who speak to or provide help to someone who relies on lip reading, clear 
sound or facial expression to communicate. 
 

If you believe that your child is in one of these categories it is vital that you contact the school via your 
child’s form tutor or Head of Year, as soon as possible to discuss this further.   Only students whose 
exemption has been agreed in advance will be allowed in a class without a face covering.  

 
Uniform 
 

Knowing how much some teenagers grow it might be a good idea to check that uniform still fits before 
the first day back in school!  Uniform shops are of course closed, but they are offering a click and 
collect service.  Our suppliers are: 

 
www.1stclasskids.co.uk 
 

If you have a genuine difficulty getting uniform, please let the school know.   Please make sure you 
contact the school to let us know the problem - an email to Form Tutor or Head of Year is the best 
way to do this.   

 
Our expectations on other aspects of students' appearance including jewellery and make up will be as 
normal.  Please work with your child to make sure that they follow the school rules in these areas. 

 
Communications still to come 
 

Please look out for communications about the following over the next few days and weeks:  

 Appointments times for COVID tests before return to school.  

 For Year 11, details of GCSE teacher assessment.  These have been published on 25
th

 February, 
with further details to follow. I know this is a big worry for all Year 11 students - please rest 

assured that we will do all in our power to make this as clear and fair a process as we possibly 
can.   

 Details on the home testing arrangements for COVID-19 which will follow the initial three in-school 

tests. 
 
Apologies for sending such a long letter - but there is a lot of information which we need to pass on at 

the moment. 
 
If you have any queries or concerns regarding your child's return to school, please do not hesitate to 

contact school. 
 
Kind regards 

 

 

Neil Reynolds 

Headteacher 

 

 


