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19 August 2021 

 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 

ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE START OF THE NEW SCHOOL YEAR IN SEPTEMBER  

I wrote to you in the final week of term and said I would update you regarding the return to school for all 

students in September, details of which you will find within this letter. I am pleased to report that we have 

received guidance from the government relating to school operation in September. The guidance has 

confirmed that our plans for September can go ahead. I am writing, therefore, to share the arrangements 

for next school year with you. For parents and carers who would like to read the guidance in full, it can be 

accessed via this link:  

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/999689/

Schools_guidance_Step_4_update_FINAL.pdf  

 

How will the timetable operate?  

School ‘bubbles’ will not be required next year and so school will return to normal operation, with pupils ’ 
lessons once again timetabled in classrooms and specialist teaching spaces.  

This will mean several things for pupils in terms of preparing for their lessons. In addition, some of the 

COVID systems have worked exceptionally well and will be kept:  

 Pupils will continue to come to school in PE kit on the days upon which they have PE lessons. 

Pupils must ensure that they wear PE kit to school on the appropriate day/s. 

 Pupils will now be able to engage in the full range of practical activities in lessons such as art, food 

technology, design technology, science etc. Pupils should ensure that they bring all the relevant 

equipment to school for these lessons. 

 Pupils should not visit the toilets at lesson changeover times and should ensure they use the toilets 

at break and lunch times. Exceptions apply for pupils with medical needs, who can be issued with a 

toilet pass. Lateness to lessons will be sanctioned as per the school’s behaviour policy. 

Concessions will be made for pupils in Year 7 and 8 who are getting to know the school site for the 

first week or two. 

 

 

What about access to the school site?  

 There will continue to be dedicated entrances/exits for year groups and pupils.  For September 

these are the same as were in place at the end of the last term.   

 For school entrance, exit and movement; Year 7,8,9 students will use the South stair entrance and 

exit point, and Year 10 and 11 the West stair entrance and exit point.   

 At the start of the school day and the start of each session, year groups will line up in their 

designated outdoor space and be escorted into the building by staff. These will be supervised by 

Senior Leaders. 

 

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/999689/Schools_guidance_Step_4_update_FINAL.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/999689/Schools_guidance_Step_4_update_FINAL.pdf
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Year group Designated Outdoor Space 

   

Year 7 (new pupils) Behind the Sports Hall 

   

Year 8 (current Y7) Front Playground 

   

Year 9 (current Y8) Front Playground 

   

Year 10 (current Y9) Area Opposite the Tennis Courts 

   

Year 11 (current Y10) Tennis Courts 

    

 

One-way systems 
 
To aid the movement around the site there is a one-way system in operation. This must always be adhered 

to and will be strictly enforced for students.  There are arrows in the corridors and signs on display to help 
students when in school.  
 

Mobile Phone Policy 
 
We have made a change to our online safety and behaviour policy.  This change is in response to 

safeguarding advice given to schools by the Department for Education in a document entitled 'Keeping 
Children Safe in Education 2021’. Therefore, with effect from September 1st:  

 
“Student’s mobile phones are not to be seen on the school site at any time”  
 

This does not constitute a ban and students will be permitted to bring mobile phones with them to school 
and store in bags or pockets. Students can use mobile phones on the way to and from school. Phones that 
are seen will be confiscated for the duration of the school day.  More details on this are available in the 

Academy's behavior policy. Should parents need to contact children during the school day, the Academy 
office will be available as usual.   
 

What will teaching and learning look like?  

The removal of the requirement for teachers to maintain a 2-metre social distance from pupils will mean 

that teaching and learning will no longer be restricted as it has been in the last 16 months. Pupils will not 

now need to be seated in forward facing rows.  
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Room layouts will therefore be at the teacher’s discretion, and it will be possible for pupils to work in groups 

and for teachers and teaching assistants to move around the classroom to support pupils again. 

The removal of the requirement for schools to contact trace means that teachers may choose to seat pupils 

differently for different parts of the lesson. The use of seating plans is still good practice, however, as it 
enables teachers to use grouping as a teaching strategy. Teachers will, therefore, still be required to 

produce seating plans for all teaching groups and pupils will be expected to comply with teachers ’ 
instructions regarding where they will be seated during any lesson. We will continue to utilise the 'South 
Shore 7' norms and habits as detailed in the behaviour policy. 

  
Our experience of teaching in Covid-affected times has seen significant changes in our provision. Parents 

and carers should be aware that teachers, teaching assistants and pupils have all become much more 

proficient in the use of technology and your child is likely to experience some teaching enhanced using 

technology where appropriate.  

The government guidance stipulates that schools must retain the capability to switch to remote learning at 

short notice should government or public health advice require this. 

I am sure that you will agree that this is something which SSA has already demonstrated strong capacity to 

do and is not a matter which should cause us any concerns, should we have to switch to a further period of 

online learning. 

Lunches 
 

Each year group has been assigned a day to have a hot lunch in the dining room. On all other days a grab 
bags will be available to eat in the year groups designated playground space. 
 

YEAR GROUP HOT FOOD DAY 

YEAR 11 MONDAY 

YEAR 10 TUESDAY 

YEAR 9 WEDNEDAY 

YEAR 8 THURSDAY 

YEAR 7 FRIDAY 

 
Free School Meals 

If your child is eligible for free school meals a credit of £2.20 will be added to their account each day, any 

remaining balance will not be carried over. 

Parent Pay 

Parents/Carers in year 7 will receive letters with their parent pay log in information should you wish to add 

money on to your child’s account. 

*Students can also pay for their items at the counter* 

Uniform 
 
Students are to return in full school uniform in September.  Government guidance makes it clear that 

uniforms do not need to be cleaned any more often than usual, nor do they need to be cleaned using 
methods which are different from normal. 
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When there is a timetabled PE lesson, students must wear PE kit to school that day. Students will be given 

this information when they return in September via their form tutor and timetable. 
 
Our uniform provider is 1st Class Kids on Highfield Road, Blackpool.  For more information about 

purchasing your child’s uniform please click on the link:  
 
http://southshoreacademy.co.uk/school-uniform-update-1st-class-kids/ 

 
What about C19 safety protocols?  

As we have done throughout the whole pandemic, here at SSA we will continue to follow government and 

public health advice to limit transmission of the virus. All aspects of the school’s operation will be carefully 

risk assessed, and this will be subject to regular review.  

Please contact school if you wish to receive a copy of our school’s risk assessment. Key measures to 

reduce transmission will be the ventilation of classrooms, continuation of good hand and respiratory 

hygiene and the isolation of positive / suspected positive cases. It is still vital that pupils and staff  do not 

attend school if they have possible symptoms of coronavirus. Pupils with symptoms should obtain a PCR 

test and self-isolate until they have a result, then follow the appropriate government advice. We will no 

longer be asking pupils identified as close contacts to isolate. Contacts will be notified via NHS Track and 

Trace and be advised to obtain a PCR test. 

Do pupils still have to wear facemasks?  

Facemasks will no longer be mandatory in classrooms, on corridors and in congested areas or on 

transport.  I am sure that some pupils and parents/carers will be a little anxious about this and recognise 

that pupils may wish to wear a mask under some circumstances. For those pupils who wish to do so, pupils 

may continue to wear facemasks in all areas of the school at their discretion.  

Asymptomatic Testing Upon Return  

We have once again been asked by the government to carry out two lateral flow tests (LFTs) per pupil, 3 – 

5 days apart, upon return to school. For this reason, there will now be a staggered return to school. Pupils 

will come to school for testing on the days and times given below, after which (provided the LFT is 

negative) pupils will remain in school. Should an LFT return a positive result, the pupils concerned must 

book a PCR test and follow government advice as appropriate. For pupils in the current year groups 7 to 

10, we sought consent for testing earlier in the year. Parents and carers who did not consent to testing 

initially, but who wish to do so now, should follow the link to grant permission: 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=mGpNHDNKE0CQMoCfldVid_dSw7RmD4VDjW5r

KFYLGf1UMEtaUlROSVAyNFVTTUFORERBMTBEVklRUy4u  

Current Year 6 pupils who are about to join us in September may be a little nervous about taking a test but 

should be reassured that they have nothing to fear. We have a team of NHS staff joining us on all the LFT 

testing days to guide and support them through the test. Parents and carers of current Year 6 pupils should 

follow the link provided to register consent for testing  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=mGpNHDNKE0CQMoCfldVid_dSw7RmD4VDjW5r

KFYLGf1UNkhLS0JIODNPNFRIUzhSVThRVVVET1dZUi4u  

 

http://southshoreacademy.co.uk/school-uniform-update-1st-class-kids/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=mGpNHDNKE0CQMoCfldVid_dSw7RmD4VDjW5rKFYLGf1UMEtaUlROSVAyNFVTTUFORERBMTBEVklRUy4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=mGpNHDNKE0CQMoCfldVid_dSw7RmD4VDjW5rKFYLGf1UMEtaUlROSVAyNFVTTUFORERBMTBEVklRUy4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=mGpNHDNKE0CQMoCfldVid_dSw7RmD4VDjW5rKFYLGf1UNkhLS0JIODNPNFRIUzhSVThRVVVET1dZUi4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=mGpNHDNKE0CQMoCfldVid_dSw7RmD4VDjW5rKFYLGf1UNkhLS0JIODNPNFRIUzhSVThRVVVET1dZUi4u
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Parents of pupils in all year groups should note that we need consent by Tuesday August 31st at the latest. 

Pupils who do not wish to take part in the LFT testing should return to school on the designated day and 

time for their year group as stated below.  

 

YEAR GROUP RETURN TO SCHOOL 

7 THURSDAY 2nd SEPTEMBER 8.30AM 

8 MONDAY 6TH SEPTEMBER 11AM 

9 MONDAY 6TH SEPTEMBER 12PM 

10 MONDAY 6TH SEPTEMBER 1PM 

11 MONDAY 6TH SEPTEMBER 1PM 

 

Finally, I would like to advise parents that schools have been granted an additional bank holiday in the 

academic year 2021-22 in celebration of the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. At South Shore Academy this will 

take place on Friday 22nd July 2022. Please follow this link to see the updated holiday pattern, which is also 

available on the school website. 

http://southshoreacademy.co.uk/parents-carers/term-dates/ 

I hope this letter has provided information and reassurance for you and your child regarding our plans from 

September onwards. We are very excited to see our school operate normally again. Should you have any 

questions or concerns, please email admin@ssa.bfet.uk. May I take this opportunity to thank you for your 

continuous support throughout the challenges of the last 17 months and to wish you a safe and restful 

remaining summer break.  

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mrs R Warhurst 

Acting Head of South Shore Academy 

 

http://southshoreacademy.co.uk/parents-carers/term-dates/
mailto:admin@ssa.bfet.uk

