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Dear Parent/Carer,  

 

End of Term – 12.30pm Thursday 16th December 2021 

I would like to begin this final letter of the year by thanking you for your support throughout the last few 

months which have seen huge challenges for all of us. I am very proud of how the academy has risen to the 

Covid-19 crisis; throughout the process, the students have been superb demonstrating high levels of 

ambition, respect, and resilience.   

It was wonderful to see all our students return to school in September. The students have adapted so well 

to all the Covid 19 secure strategies. The students have been a true credit to all parents, carers, and the 

community.  Personally, I am so thankful for the ambition, respect, and resilience that the students and 

staff have shown this year despite all the unprecedented challenges, there have been many.  

Asymptomatic Testing Upon Return  

We have once again been asked by the government to carry out one lateral flow test (LFT) per pupil upon 

return to school. For this reason, there will now be a staggered return to school. Pupils will come to school 

for testing at the times given below, after which (provided the LFT is negative) pupils will remain in school. 

Should a LFT return a positive result, the pupils concerned must book a PCR test and follow government 

advice as appropriate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For pupils in the current year groups 7 to 11, we sought consent for testing earlier in the year. Parents and 

carers who did not consent to testing initially, but who wish to do so now, should follow the link to grant 

permission: 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=mGpNHDNKE0CQMoCfldVid_dSw7RmD4VDjW5rKF

YLGf1UMEtaUlROSVAyNFVTTUFORERBMTBEVklRUy4u 

 

 

 

YEAR GROUP RETURN TO SCHOOL 

7 TUESDAY 4
TH

 JANUARY 8.30AM 

8 TUESDAY 4
TH

 JANUARY   9.30AM 

9 TUESDAY 4
TH

 JANUARY  10.30AM 

10  TUESDAY 4
TH

 JANUARY 11.30AM 

11  TUESDAY 4
TH

 JANUARY 11.30AM 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=mGpNHDNKE0CQMoCfldVid_dSw7RmD4VDjW5rKFYLGf1UMEtaUlROSVAyNFVTTUFORERBMTBEVklRUy4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=mGpNHDNKE0CQMoCfldVid_dSw7RmD4VDjW5rKFYLGf1UMEtaUlROSVAyNFVTTUFORERBMTBEVklRUy4u
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Free School Meals 

 

All students entitled to free school meals will receive electronic vouchers as in previous lockdowns. These 

will be sent out on Monday 20th December and Monday 27th December. Each voucher will be to the value 

of £15. If you require any information or support in receiving the free school meal vouchers, please contact 

Mr Perman on aperman@ssa.bfet.uk 

 

Uniform 

Due to our arrangements for the safe return of students, we have noted there has been a decline in the 

standards of uniform. We understand the financial pressures families have been under recently. As such, 

we have supported families to access some items of uniform. We would appreciate your support in 

ensuring standards remain high. However, if you are struggling financially, we would encourage you to 

contact your child’s head of year and we will provide additional items required. As noted in the uniform 

policy, all students should wear black, polishable shoes (apart from their PE day). Again, support is available 

to assist families with this. Please note that hooded tops/sweatshirt tops/jumpers are not allowed in the 

academy. All students can wear a coat over their uniform, but not in the main building or in classrooms. If 

your child has PE then they must wear either the SSA PE jumper or their school blazer over their kit. Please 

find a reminder of contact details for Heads of Year below:  

 Year 7 – Mrs Hartley ehartley@ssa.bfet.uk 

 Year 8 – Mr Monk amonk@ssa.bfet.uk  

 Year 9 – Mr Walker rwalker@ssa.bfet.uk 

 Year 10 – Mr Varley jvarley@ssa.bfet.uk  

 Year 11 – Mr Yates dyates@ssa.bfet.uk and Mr Baines pbaines@ssa.bfet.uk 

 

Face Coverings 

The Prime Minister announced on 27 November the temporary introduction of new measures as a result of 

the Omicron variant, please see below in regard to face coverings.  

Where pupils in year 7 (which would be children who were aged 11 on 31 August 2021) and above are 

educated, we recommend that face coverings should be worn by pupils, staff and adult visitors when 

moving around the premises, outside of classrooms, such as in corridors and communal areas. This is a 

temporary measure. Pupils in these schools should also wear a face covering when travelling on public 

transport and dedicated transport to and from school.   

Unless this guidance changes over the Christmas period students will be asked to continue to wear face 

coverings on the return to school in January.  
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COVID Updates 

We will post any further updates following government announcements on our website. Please do check 

before the end of the holidays. 

 

I would like to wish you all a lovely Christmas and Happy New year. I hope you all have a relaxing time over 

the festive season. We are looking forward to returning in January to a new year and new term with 

refreshed enthusiasm and hope for the future. This term will end on Thursday 16th December 2021 as 

originally planned in our calendar. School will close early at 12.30pm and students that are entitled to free 

school meals will receive lunch before they leave.   

Enjoy the festive period.  

Yours sincerely,  

 

Mrs R Warhurst 

Head of School 

 


