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The HERO FORGE competition ran through June 

and July this year. Hero Forge® is digital platform 

that lets students and staff design 3D tabletop 

miniatures. Using the latest in web technology,  

entrants visualized their characters in full colour 

3D. These designs can then be exported as              

images, purchased as a digital file that can be 

printed on a 3D printer or ported across and used 

within digital boardgame software such as                 

Tale-spire®. HERO FORGE is accessible through 

the links section of the SSA Reading Cloud or di-

rectly via heroforge.com. We had a grand total of 

243 individual entries into the competition and I 

have chosen 12 winning designs that will be pur-

chased as a digital file and 3D printed twice, once 

for the winners to keep and another copy to be 

displayed in the library.  

The 12 2021 winning designs are: Luke Harrison 

8S, Thomas Dillon 8S, Lucy Normanton 8O, Leo           

Donnelly 8U, Tiarna Bayliss 8U, Kenzie Rhodes 

8H, Jayden McFarlane 8N, Megan green 9S,             

Jay-Jay Edwards 10T, Jasmine Carter 10N, 

Vaughan Davenport 10N, and Ben Thomas 10N.  

The winners were chosen for displaying dynamic 

advanced poses, well designed colour schemes 

and suitably selected and decorated bases. Well 

done to all who took part in the 2021 competition. 

 

Today is Roald Dahl’s birthday. To celebrate this 

event there will be a showcase of Roald Dahls books 

on display in the library for the next two weeks. An 

short 10 minute video presentation on his life and                          

inspirations has been sent out to all staff, an audio 

book of Esio Trot is also available. There are sample 

worksheets in the library. The short film can also be 

viewed during English library sessions as requested. 

National Comic Book Day, Friday 

the 24th of September. Why don’t 

you try reading something                

completely different? We have a 

great selection of Graphic novels 

and Manga titles in the library, 

More detailed information on this 

event will be in the next Newsletter. 

‘A little magic can take you a long way.’ – James and the Giant Peach  

https://www.penguin.co.uk/books/180790/james-and-the-giant-peach--colour-edition-/9780141369358.html


Library Information & News

National Comic  
Book Day                 

24th September 2021 

Comic Book Competition 2021                  
Design, draw and write you own comic book.                                                    

Layout templates are available from the library if                  

required. Your story can be about any subject you                

desire, be creative and have fun. This competition                 

will run until the 22nd of October.  Online creation tools 

can be found at: 

https://mashable.com/article/create-your-own-comics 

https://www.storyboardthat.com/storyboard-creator 



WHAT IS NATIONAL COMIC BOOK DAY? 

National Comic Book Day is a celebration of the comic book genre, which has grown to include full 

length books, or Graphic Novels, and inspire countless movie adaptations. While they were first typically                   

humorous in nature, it didn’t take long for authors to apply the comic style to all genres of storytelling. 

NATIONAL COMIC BOOK DAY HISTORY!  

Comic books have existed in America since the English printing of Swiss comic, The Adventures of Mr. Obadiah 

Oldbuck in 1842, making it the first known American prototype comic book. Proto-comics began appearing in 

the early 20th century, with the first standard-sized comic being Funnies on Parade. 

The introduction of Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster’s Superman in 1938 turned comic books into a major industry, 

ushering in the Golden Age of Comics. From this, the archetype of the superhero was created. Historian                

Michael A. Amundson notes that appealing comic-book characters helped to ease young readers’ fears of                

nuclear war and neutralize anxiety about the questions posed by atomic power. 

The history of the comic book is usually divided into four eras. The Golden Age of Comic Books began in the 

1930s, and is considered the inception of the genre. The Silver Age is considered to date from the first                         

successful revival of the then-dormant superhero form, with the debut of the Flash in 1956. This era lasted into 

the early 1970s during which Marvel Comics revolutionized the medium with naturalistic superheroes such as 

the Fantastic Four and Spider-Man. The Bronze Age is less defined, but it runs from the very early 1970s 

through the mid 1980s. This era features a return of darker plot elements and storylines more relevant to social 

issues such as racism and sexuality.  

The Modern Age of Comics runs from the mid 1980s until now. During the first 15 years of this period, many 

comic book characters were redesigned, creators gained prominence within the industry, independent comics 

flourished, and larger publishing houses became more commercialized. This era is also referred to as the Dark 

Age of Comic Books due to the popularity and artistic influence of titles with serious content, such as Batman: 

The Dark Knight Returns and Watchmen. The Japanese market has also grown massively with MANGA titles 

now outshining the previous dominance of the western publishers across the globe. 
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NATIONAL COMIC BOOK DAY COMPETITION: Create your own comic book strip.  

If you’ve been reading comics your whole life, you may not even             

realize how familiar you are with their structure.  

Take some time to put together a storyline, invent some characters, 

and let your imagination run wild. If you’ve got a knack for illustra-

tion, go for it, or get together with a friend who’s already mastered 

that talent to help you complete it. Who knows, maybe the next Stan 

Lee is hidden in you, waiting to be let out. Bring your entries into the 

library or email them across to ssalibraryinbox@ssa.bfet.uk 

If you don’t fancy creating your own comic book then why don’t you 

try reading something completely different? We have a great selection 

of Graphic novels and Manga titles in the library. Come in and have a 

browse through our collection. We have multiple genres, from Literary 

Classics, Shakespeare, Marvel & DC, Star Wars, Horror, Cultural titles, 

LGBTG+, MANGA, Adventure, Crime, Fantasy to Magic and the Occult. 



  

Black History Month’s aim is to 
celebrate the contributions of           
individuals through history. It            
began in America in the late 

1960s and early 1970s, and was 
adopted in Britain in 1987. The 

curricular aim is to expand                
reading/content to include                  

accounts that have been only 
briefly acknowledged previously. 
Come to the library and see the 

latest display of books, both               
Fiction, Non-fiction, Graphic      

Novels and Poetry covering many 
historical figures and events. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_History_Month


National Poetry Day is the annual mass celebration on the first Thursday of October that encourages all to enjoy, 

discover and share poetry. This year, National Poetry Day takes place on 7 October 2021, and the theme is Choice. 

National Poetry Day generates an explosion of activity nationwide, thousands of amazing events across the UK, on 

doorsteps and at kitchen tables, in gardens and streets, in schools, libraries and public spaces both online and 

offline, all celebrating poetry’s power to bring people together. The Day starts conversations, it encourages love of 

language, and best of all, it’s open to absolutely everyone to join in, quietly or noisily in rewarding and enjoyable 

ways. As the artform’s most visible moment, it showcases the ways in which poetry adds value to society. We  

have a great selection of Poetry books on display for your perusal in the library, come in for a browse and a read.  
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There are still many overdue Library books, most 

of these are recent loans, but some books are still 

out on loan since before the initial lockdown.                    

Overdue books must be returned to the Library, 

these can be dropped off any day or handed to 

your  teacher at the start of lesson, these will be 

collected by Library Staff as requested.  

If students have any issues with returning a  

book they must come and speak to myself in              

the library.  

Students must pay to replace any books that                

are not returned, damaged or lost. Notices                    

informing students of the replacement book 

costs are being distributed.  

Mr Dalton and the Library Team. 

Rudyard Kipling 

Libraries Week, a celebration of the nation’s libraries and the central role that libraries play in school life and the 

community as a driver for inclusion, sustainability, social mobility and community cohesion. We want to celebrate 

how our library is taking action and changing lives! I encourage you all to bob into the library to read or loan a 

book, or to take part in out after school activities: Fantasy Wargames, Book Group, Manga or Homework Club. 
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Graphic Novel/Comic Strip writing and drawing competition!              
Some great entries have been submitted by students already. A selection from some of the pages 

can be seen below. Bring your finished designs into the library when you’re ready, I will scan             
them and make a digital copy. Paper comic book layout template pages are available from the                 

library. The competition finishes at the end of October. The winners will be announced next term. 


