
Wearing a poppy is a show of support for the service and sacrifice of our 
Armed Forces, veterans and their families across the UK and Commonwealth. 

It represents all those who lost their lives on active service in all conflicts; 
from the beginning of the First World War right up to present day. 

The latest Library display showcases a selection of fiction books covering the 
First and Second World wars, an expanded selection can be also be found                    

by logging onto the Library Reading Cloud and selecting Reading Lists. 

Children's Book Week is an annual celebration of books written for young people, a great   
occasion to promote the joy of reading. From Monday November the 8th we will be also             
showcasing some of our libraries greatest children's authors.  A live Q&A with Lancashire 
author Joseph Delaney will be taking place on the 10th of November from 9:30 am. Three 

introductory videos on his works and methods can also be viewed prior to the session. 

There are still many overdue Library books, most of these are recent loans, but some books are 

still out on loan since before the initial lockdown. Overdue books must be returned to the                 

Library, these can be dropped off any day or handed to your teacher at the start of lesson, 

these will be collected by Library Staff as requested.  

If students have any issues with returning a  book they must come and speak to myself in              

the library. Students must pay to replace any books that are not returned, damaged or lost. 

Notices informing students of the replacement book costs are being distributed.  

Mr Dalton and the Library Team. 
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Joseph Delaney, my Biography. 
 For years, I wanted to be a writer but from about 1990, 

when I was first taken on by my agent, Carolyn Whitaker, I 

started to write more seriously completing one book each 

year. I was the Head of Film and Media Studies at the  

Blackpool Sixth Form College and, as most teachers, was  

exhausted when I got home. My wife was a post lady, 

getting up for work at 4am each morning. So I decided to get up early too (but not 

quite that early!). I would write from 6-15am to 7-30am each morning before           

going to work. At that hour words came easily; especially dialogue. 

 I was aiming at the adult market, hoping to become the next Tolkien but, after 

over ten years of rejections, Carolyn suggested I try writing for children. My                

second attempt was picked up by Charlie Sheppard of Random House Children’s 

Books and I signed a three-book deal which has subsequently been extended to 

nine. When the USA agreed to publish the books I finished teaching and now 

write full time. 

 The Spook’s Series is partly influenced by Lancashire folk tales and places of  

local interest. For example, the stone graves, featured in ‘The Spook’s 

Curse’ actually exist and may be viewed at Heysham. Some places have been     

given name changes: the village of Chipping has become Chipenden, whilst                 

Lancaster has been shortened to just Caster. I actually live in the village of 

Stalmine (referred to as ‘Staumin’ in ‘The Spook’s Apprentice’) which has a                  

boggart of its own called the ‘Hall Knocker’ which was laid to rest by a priest, 

bound under the step of a cottage belonging to the local church. Lancashire is the 

home of real boggarts rather than the shape-shifting variety invented by J.K. 

Rowling. Lancashire boggarts are more like poltergeists. 

 Thus, boggarts and witches are the main routine enemies of the Spook and his    

apprentice, Tom. But the Devil also features in many Lancashire Folk Tales such as 

‘The Schoolmaster of Cockerham’. Thus, the Devil, mainly referred to as the 

‘Fiend’, has entered the  Spook’s Series too. He is the dark personified, the                           

adversary that Tom was born to fight; a deadly struggle that begins in ‘The 

Spook’s Battle’ (published in June 2007) and will probably continue until the last 

book in the series. 



The Graphic Novel Drawing and Writing Competition has come to an end. Thank you to             

all those students who submitted entries into this years competition. The winning            
stories and designs were produced either individually or by teams, with some of  

the students producing multiple graphic tales. The winners are: Lucas Johnson 7S,                
Sophia Sopociova 80, Charlie Beischer 8O, Ariana Nica 8U, Sam Goodson 8U, Caelan 
Wilson 8U, Brandon Hough 9T,  Katie Normanton 10O, we also have one unknown 

winner. The named students should come down to the library to choose their prizes. 
The fantastic winning entries are displayed over the next two pages. Well done all. 
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Latest News! The Graphic Novel Drawing & Writing 
Competition Winning student entries are announced! 
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Anti-Bullying Week is an annual UK event held in the third week in November. 

The Anti-Bullying Alliance promotes this yearly event with the aim of raising the 
awareness of bullying in children and young people, at schools and elsewhere. 
The ABL strives to highlight ways of preventing and responding to it.  

The organisation has three main areas of work: 

• Supporting learning and sharing best practice through membership; 

• Raising awareness of bullying through Anti-Bullying Week and other                           
coordinated, shared campaigns; 

• Delivering programme work at a national and local level to help stop                 
bullying and bring lasting change to children's lives. 

We have a new display of books, both fiction and non-fiction, covering various                
aspects of bullying and the potential consequences, bob into the library for a 
browse. Anti-bullying Odd Socks Day 2021 is on Monday the 15th of November. 

There are still many overdue Library books, most of these are recent loans, but some books are 

still out on loan since before the initial lockdown. Overdue books must be returned to the                 

Library, these can be dropped off any day or handed to your teacher at the start of lesson, 

these will be collected by Library Staff as requested.  

If students have any issues with returning a  book they must come and speak to myself in              

the library. Students must pay to replace any books that are not returned, damaged or lost. 

Notices informing students of the replacement book costs are being distributed.  

Mr Dalton and the Library Team. 

Miss Cheston and the Pastoral Team. 

We have two new text based, adventure strategy games for use in after school library sessions! 



Lancashire author Joseph Delaney joined us for a fantastic live Q&A over Zoom. Other English 

and Nurture classes logged in to enjoy the very informative one hour session. Joseph talked 

about his writing career, the book titles that he has had published, and read an extract from his 

book the Spooks Curse. The students were given the opportunity to ask a range of questions. 

All photos courtesy of Miss Wade 


