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Purpose 
 

This document establishes the way in which South Shore Academy manages admissions. 
 

It has been formulated to ensure compliance with the following: The School Standards and 
Framework Act 1998. The Education and Inspections Act 2006; The School Admissions 
(Admission Arrangements) (England) Regulations 2008; The Schools Admissions (Admission 
Arrangements and Co-ordination of Admission Arrangements) (England) Regulations 2012 and 
The School Admissions Code 2021. 
 

Introduction 
 

Bright Futures Educational Trust 
 

Bright Futures Educational Trust (BFET) is a multi-academy trust set up in 2011. The Trust is 
made up of a richly diverse group of schools in Greater Manchester and Blackpool. Our family of 
schools places young people, families and communities at the heart of everything we do. We are a 
true community with shared responsibility and common core values which create a culture of 
collaboration, opportunity, respect and innovation. We inspire excellence and believe in nurturing 
the abilities of all within our schools and communities. We empower our young people to build 
purposeful lives and have the courage and confidence to make a positive contribution to society. 
We believe in the best for everyone and the best from everyone. 
 

South Shore Academy 
 

At our academy every student truly matters. The happiness and well-being of each student is of 
paramount importance to us. We endeavour to provide the best possible foundations on which to 
build future learning and ensure each student has the best start in life. We value parents as true 
partners in learning and encourage them to take an active role in their child’s learning journey. 
Choosing a school is one of the most important decisions a parent will make. We believe that the 
best way to determine which school is best for your child is to find out as much about the school as 
you can. South Shore Academy applies the regulations on admissions fairly and equally to all 
those who wish to attend the academy. 
 

Our Values 
 

We are inclusive and welcome students from all backgrounds and abilities; the level of 
the child’s abilities and educational needs plays no part in our admissions policy. 
 

We are committed to enabling all students to be safe, happy and successful during their time at 
school and preparing them for success in their life after school. 
 

We are committed to understanding and respecting the needs and sensitivities of all students 
and their families. 
 

We request honesty and transparency from parents/ carers to enable us to accurately 
identify and meet each child’s needs. 
 

 

Admission Number 
 

Applications for places at South Shore Academy will be made in accordance with Blackpool 
Council’s School Admission Procedures, details of which are on Blackpool’s admissions website: 
www.blackpool.gov.uk/schooladmissions. 

 

The Executive Principal and the Governing Body of the Academy set the number of 
places available in each group for each academic year. 
 

For 2022-23 the admission number is 175. 

http://www.blackpool.gov.uk/schooladmissions.


Admission to Year 7 
 

 

Making an Application 
 

To apply for a place at South Shore Academy, you must apply to the authority where you live. If 
you are unsure, for example if you live near council boundaries, it is whichever Local Authority 
you pay your council tax to or receive housing benefit from. 
 

If you are a Blackpool Resident: 
 

You are strongly encouraged to make an application online at:  
https://www.blackpool.gov.uk/Residents/Education-and-schools/School-admissions/Apply-for-a-

secondary-school-place.aspx before the closing date of Sunday, 31st October 2021. The council 
offers free computer access at its libraries. Local library staff may be able to help you to set up a 
free e-mail account. 
 

Alternatively, parents can request a paper application form by ringing the School Admission 
Team on telephone 01253 476637 or by writing to: 
 

School Admissions Team,  
Children’s Services Department,  
PO Box 4, 
Blackpool,  
FY1 1NA  
Email: schoolaccess@blackpool.gov.uk 
 

 

If you live outside the Blackpool area: 
 

Please contact your home authority to request an application. 
 

A Lancashire County Council application can be requested by ringing the Pupil Access Team 
on 01524 581148 or by writing to: 
 
Pupil Access Team 
Lancashire County Council 
County Hall 
Fishergate Hill 
Preston PR1 0LD 

Lancashire County Council also operates an on-line admissions system for residents in the 
Lancashire areas at: www.lancashire.gov.uk. 
 

Submission of a late application (after the relevant national statutory closing date) could 
reduce the chance of a place at the academy. 
 

 

Allocation of Places 
 

Blackpool Council operates an Equal Preference Scheme and this is a statutory requirement . 
 

After the published closing date for the return of the admission applications, Blackpool School 

Admissions Team will complete the process of allocating places to students. Wherever 

possible, students will be allocated to a school or academy in accordance with parental 

preference. 
 

The limitation on this will be the statutory limitation contained in Section 86 of the School 
Standards and Framework Act 1998, which states that a Local Authority need not comply with 
parental preference, "if compliance with the preference would prejudice the provision of 
efficient education or the efficient use of resources". 

https://www.blackpool.gov.uk/Residents/Education-and-schools/School-admissions/Apply-for-a-secondary-school-place.aspx
https://www.blackpool.gov.uk/Residents/Education-and-schools/School-admissions/Apply-for-a-secondary-school-place.aspx
mailto:schoolaccess@blackpool.gov.uk
http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/


Parental preference will be met provided that the demand for places does not exceed 
the agreed admission number. 
 

Where applications exceed the available places, the Academy will allocate places fairly 
and objectively using the following criteria: 

 

Priority 1: Looked after students who are registered as being in the care of the Local Authority 
or provided with accommodation the Local Authority and are expected to be in care at the time of 
admission into the Academy. This includes students who leave public care through adoption, a 
residence order or special guardianship although they are no longer looked after by the state. It 
also includes those who were previously looked after outside of England by a public authority 
and have ceased to be in state care as they have been adopted. Parents and carers will be 
expected to provide evidence of previous care status. 

 

Priority 2: Exceptional medical / social / welfare reasons associated with the student or 
their family that makes attendance at the Academy appropriate as determined by the 
evidence presented to Blackpool Admissions Team. 
 

Priority 3: Brother and sisters of students already attending academy at the time of application 
and who will still be attending full time education. This includes full, half, step, adopted and 
fostered brothers and sisters living at the same address. Full brothers and sisters who do not live 
at the same address will be given the same priority as siblings. 
 

Priority 4: Students for whom school is nearest to their home. Distances are measured in a 
straight line from the applicant’s home to the school, using Blackpool Council’s Geographic 
Information System. 
 

In the Event of a Tie 
 

Priority 5 criteria will be used as a tie breaker. In the event of equal distance, a 
random allocation will be used to determine who takes priority for a place. 

 

If siblings from multiple births (twins, triplets etc) apply for a place and the Academy would 
reach its Published Admission Number after admitting one or more, but before admitting all, the 
Academy would offer a place to each sibling. 
 

Please note that parents will be asked to provide the necessary supporting evidence with 
the application and priority will not be given if such evidence is not produced. 

 
 

Late Applications 
 

Applications received after the published closing date will be treated as late applications. 
Applications should be submitted by the October prior to the student starting in Year 7; 
applications submitted online will receive confirmation of a place at academy in March, 
paper applications will receive offers by post. 
 

Only in exceptional circumstances, and where appropriate evidence is provided, will those 
applications received after the closing date, but before offers of places have been made, 
be considered concurrently with those applications received on time. 
 

The circumstances that might justify a late application include, but are not restricted to, 
the illness of a single parent/carer, which might have reasonably impinged upon their 
ability to submit an application on time. 

 

If South Shore Academy is under subscribed late applications will be accepted up to the 
Academy’s published admission number. 



Appeal Arrangements 
 

Any applicant whose child is not offered a place at South Shore Academy, for which they 
have expressed a preference, has the right to appeal to an Independent Admission 
Appeal Panel. 
 

Please see Blackpool Admissions Appeals Arrangement. 
 

 

Fraudulent Applications 
 

Where the Academy, through the Local Authority’s Admissions Policy, discovers that a student 
has been allocated a place as the result of inaccurate or misleading information - for example, 
where a false address has been provided - then the Academy is required to withdraw the offer 
of the place. The application will then be considered afresh and a right of appeal offered if a 
place is refused. Parents retain their rights of appeal where a fresh offer has been made. 
 

 

Admission to South Shore Academy after 1st September 
 

All applicants requesting a school place at South Shore Academy, either because they are new to 
Blackpool, or because they are wishing to transfer schools within Blackpool, are required to 
complete an In-Year Application Form. This allows them to express up to three preferences. By 
agreement with its schools, the admission of all students to Blackpool schools will be co-ordinated 
by the Local Authority. 
 

 

In-Year Fair Access Protocol (IYFA) 
 

South Shore Academy follows the Council’s In-Year Fair Access Protocol to ensure that access to 
education is secured quickly for children who have complex needs and / or are considered 
vulnerable. It operates outside of the usual admission processes and can allocate places to year 
groups which are already full or oversubscribed. IYFA applies to Blackpool resident children 
without school places who meet the criteria as detailed on Blackpool Council School Admissions 
website. 
 

 

EXCEPTIONS 
 

The Schools Admission Code of Practice (2007) sets out the limited and exceptional 

circumstances in which an application to the Academy will not be accepted. 
 

 

MONITORING, EVALUATION AND REVIEW 
 

The Admission Policy and Procedures will be monitored, evaluated and reviewed by governors on 
an annual cycle. The date of the next review is January 2022.



 


